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LEGACIES OF
RESILIENCE

“May our love continue to grow as wide as the mighty oak’s
limbs reaching for the sun and as deep as the roots of the
prairie grasses...”

These are the words my husband and | said together as we stood

under an ancient bur oak in lowa on our wedding day, 11 years ago.

The resiliency of nature has been a throughline in my life, and it’s a theme

that I’ve been hearing echoed as I’ve had the pleasure (and, as | now see it, the luxury and

privilege!) of visiting with many of you, in person, out on the land this summer. It’s also
echoed in the stories that follow in this newsletter.

I’'m inspired by the legacy of landowners who have protected their land forever with conserva-
tion easements, and by the devotion of people who have invested decades in caring for the
land through thoughtful application of fire, grazing, and other management tools. As we
embark together on the first leg of the Driftless Trail, protecting a corridor of private land
connecting Tower Hill and Governor Dodge State Parks, « .

I'm inspired by the landowners who want to share their The reszllency ofnature
favorite places with our Driftless community. Ecologically, .
these connecting corridors provide space for wildlife and has been a throughlme
plants to adapt to our changing climate, but the pandemic . -

also reminded us how important access to nature is to the 1711 MYy lzfe...

resiliency and health of people as well. And what could be

more symbolic of resilience than a 300-year-old oak tree hidden in a valley, or the ancient
red pine hanging on to the side of a cliff?

Our shared hopes and dreams for the Driftless - of resilience, health, beauty, balance, and
care - will become a legacy that will sustain generations to come. Thank you so much for being
part of that vital work. With your support, we’ve accomplished so much already this year,
and we’re excited to be moving ever forward into a brighter future for our beloved Driftless.

Jennifer Filipiak
Executive Director
jennifer@driftlessconservancy.org

Barb Barzan

“..the DALC community is

determined to help us thrive.” excited this sum-

THANKS FOR
THE HELP!

Hi there! I'm the lesser purple fringed orchid, or Platanthera
psycodes, as scientists like to call me. Usually I'm a shy
and retiring kind of plant, but | just HAD to reach out so
| could say a big THANK YOU for protecting my habitat
at Erickson Conservation Area!

| got a couple of
botanists pretty

mer when they
found me in the wetlands at Erickson. Not only am | gor-
geous, colorful, and great for pollinators, but this is only
the second time I’ve been recorded in Lafayette County!

Of course, | haven’t had it easy in the past two hundred years
or so. Wisconsin has lost 50% of its wetlands. And wetlands
were already pretty uncommon in the Driftless Area - one of
the downsides of missing out on melting glaciers.

But | like it here, and | know my habitat is even more
important for being rare. There are ducks, cranes, and
swans nesting nearby, eagles and osprey hunting in the
river, and all kinds of other birds and mammals hanging
out. And I've got my amazing wetland plant community
too, like my pals bur reed, joe pye, and swamp milkweed.

There are a couple things we’ve all been worrying about,
though. Sometimes new species show up and turn out
to be real bullies. Climate change is driving out some of
my friends. And we’ve really been missing fire! | know
that might sound weird, since this is a wetland, but
we’re a special kind called a sedge meadow that gets
drier over the summer. Without fire, dead thatch builds
up and smothers my beautiful purple petals. Plus, all
these pushy shrubs start moving in, and they are SUCH
sun hogs.

But | don’t want to complain - in fact, life here is getting
better all the time! That’s because the DALC community
is determined to help us thrive. I'm so happy to have
volunteers who make Erickson more diverse and resil-
ient, visitors who admire me and my friends and decide
they want to protect us, and donors whose gifts are the
foundation for all this work and more.

So, next time you visit Erickson Conservation Area and
hear the blackbirds calling, the voles squeaking, the
sedges whispering, and my own leaves rustling, that’s us
shouting in the only way we can: THANK YOU!

By Platanthera psycodes, with help from Emilee Martell
(emilee@driftlessconservancy.org)

Zach Pacana
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TRAIL OPENING CELEBRATES
ROLAND SARDESON'S
GENEROSITY AND VISION

After years of hard work, habitat restoration, trail planning,
and community conversation, DALC’s Sardeson Forest
Preserve opened to the public during a celebratory
evening in June.

At only twelve acres, Sardeson is DALC’s smallest
preserve, but it has a big personality. At the trailhead,
restored prairie and handsome oaks frame stunning
views to the west. Then the terrain quickly plunges
down towering rock outcroppings of exposed sand-
stone that dates back 460 million years. At the foot
of these bluffs is a gentle valley of aspen and maples,
divided by a sparkling stream.

The beauty and diversity of this site reflect the man who
donated it to DALC: Roland Sardeson. A well-known and
well-loved Mineral Point resident, Roland was a stone
mason, a potter, a Vietnam veteran, a skydiving enthu-
siast, an actor, and a builder of Little Free Libraries,
among many other things. “This land is where Roland
would come to think, memorize his lines, and appreciate
the Driftless landscape,” says his friend Mike Christensen,
board president of Mineral Point’s Shake Rag Alley Center
for the Arts.

In the fall of 2016, Roland called DALC and asked if we
could visit him on his land. He showed us the prairie
openings he had restored, and told us how he loved
watching sunsets from a stone outcropping, affection-
ately known as Roland’s Rock.

During the visit, Roland mentioned that he was having
some health challenges. Little did we know at the time,
Roland was terminally ill and making plans for what to do
with his land. Within weeks of our visit, Roland passed

away. He was facing his own mortality and yet had the
vision and compassion to think beyond himself. In his will,
Roland donated this beautiful preserve to DALC.

We were, and continue to be, honored that Roland chose
to entrust us with his land legacy. His gift sparked the
beginning of a long project to welcome the community
to this special place while caring for its unique ecosys-
tems. A grant from the Mineral Point Community Fund
of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin
made many ideas possible. With the help of communi-
ty members, dedicated volunteers, and a hardworking
WisCorps team, goals became reality. Invasive species
were cleared, an informational kiosk was designed, and
a 1.25-mile trail was constructed.

At last, it was time to open the trail and celebrate
Roland’s generosity with his community. On a perfect
June evening, many of Roland’s friends joined us at the
new trailhead of Sardeson Forest Preserve. Stories were
told, memories were shared, and cookies were eaten.
An eagle soared overhead - Roland himself paying a
visit! Then, a ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opened
the trail, and a group of poets led hikes through the
preserve, celebrating Roland’s creative spirit as well as
the beauty of this piece of the Driftless.

Sardeson Forest Preserve is now officially open to the
public, and we hope you can get out and explore it! The
trail is foot traffic only, and can be steep and rocky in
places. The preserve is located on the western edge
of Mineral Point. Visit www.driftlessconservancy.org/
sardeson for more details on getting there.

Emilee Martell (emilee@driftlessconservancy.org)

A BUSY TIME FOR THE

DRIFTLESS TRAIL

Look for announcements about the Driftless Trail over
the next eight months as we get the word out about
opportunities to hike three new segments. In late Sep-
tember and early October, volunteers and a WisCorps
crew will complete construction of:

* a new loop on the Weaver Road Segment, north of
Governor Dodge State Park, to open this fall;

e the 2.7-mile Knobs Road Segment, four miles north
of Ridgeway, to open this fall; and

e the Phoebe Point Trail on Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Taliesin estate, to open next spring.

Plans for 2023 also include completing the northern end
of the trail from Tower Hill State Park, through the Welsh
Hills on the Taliesin estate, to the Unity Chapel area.
From there, we will construct trail through the Lowery
Creek valley to Pleasant Ridge, near the Knobs Road
Segment. The specific route from Pleasant Ridge to Blue
Mound State Park has yet to be planned.

We recently welcomed three new people to our trail
planning team: Steph Judge, DALC’s Conservation
Director; Zach Pacana, DALC’s Land Management
Specialist; and Karl Heil, who was superintendent of
Blue Mound State Park for 32 years. With our growing
pool of expertise and our ever-expanding group of trail
hosts and trained volunteers, we are poised to pick up
the pace for getting the Driftless Trail on the ground.

Are you interested in hosting the Driftless Trail on part of
your property? Find information on our website, www.
driftlessconservancy.org/driftless-trail, and give us a call
to set up an exploratory conversation.

Keep up with trail developments through our media
announcements, and by subscribing to email updates at
bit.ly/dalc-news. We look forward to seeing you on the
trail soon!

Barb Barzen (barb@adriftlessconservancy.org)

BUILDING A CLEA-N FUTURE

Thanks to your generous support, DALC has been able to reach beyond the scope of work typically associated with
land trusts. Our Clean, Local Energy Alliance - Now! (CLEA-N) project collaborates with area activists to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and lower the temperature. We are doing our part to address the climate crisis.

Your support makes the following initiatives possible:

« CLEA-N Lights 4-U: We distributed over 7,500
LED lightbulbs throughout the lowa County area.

¢ lowa County Solar Group Buy: Teaming up with
Legacy Solar Co-op, this project offers property
owners technical support and financial incentives
to switch to solar energy for their homes and
businesses.

Wisconsin Climate Table: DALC collaborates with
over thirty environmental organizations through-
out the state to accelerate energy efficiencies
and expand local, small-scale clean energy
generation.

Clean Energy Transition Plan Essay Contest: This
authentic learning opportunity fosters future
leaders by encouraging area high school students
to actively help move their districts toward clean
energy practices that save money and the planet.
Winning essays will be published in local newspapers.

In so many ways, your support makes it possible for DALC to build and preserve a vibrant, clean environment, now
and for the generations to come, right here in the heart of the Driftless.

Chuck Tennessen (charles@driftlessconservancy.org)
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A LEGACY OF CONSERVATION

The Driftless Area is an ancient land, and we hope its bright future will stretch as

long as its storied past. Members of the Driftless Legacy Society help protect our

hills, valleys, waterways, and farms for generations to come by including DALC

in their estate plans. In 2022, we were grateful to welcome Doug White and Gayle

Alexander to this special group of people. Below, they’ve shared why they chose to

leave a legacy with DALC.

HOW DID YOU BECOME INTERESTED
IN LAND CONSERVATION?

We were nature lovers since childhood, and later activists
in environmental movements, so when we retired we
considered how best to give back to nature. Supporting
land and water conservation directly through gifts made
total sense. We decided to be land conservation donors,
rather than land owners, to spread the impact of giving
to environmentally sensitive areas that could be restored
or maintained in part through our gifts.

WHAT DREW YOU TO DRIFTLESS
AREA LAND CONSERVANCY?

We wanted to give locally as well as globally, and love
many spots in the Driftless Area. We sought experi-
enced stewards of wild lands in Wisconsin and DALC
fit the bill. We also hope to volunteer in conservation
projects, so joining an organization nearby made sense.

WHY WERE YOU INSPIRED TO JOIN
THE LEGACY SOCIETY?

It was our intention in joining DALC that we give both
short- and long-term to conservation projects. We
already made legacy commitments to other environ-
mental groups, so adding a legacy component of our
giving to DALC was an easy decision.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF
THE DRIFTLESS?

The Baraboo Hills for its wonderful diversity of ecological
niches in a fairly small area. We do an annual camping
tour of the Driftless Area and welcome suggestions on
natural areas to visit.

Turn to page 15 to see a full list of our Legacy Society
members. Feeling inspired? You can join this amazing
group in just a few simple steps - get in touch today to
create your own Driftless legacy!
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MEET DALC'S NEW STAFF!

As environmental threats loom, more and more landowners want to protect their

land forever - and because of YOUR support, DALC is growing to meet that demand!

This summer, DALC welcomed two new full-time staff. We are also now hosting an

additional part-time position for the Southern Driftless Grasslands partnership.

Read about our amazing new team members below!

Stephanie
Judge
Conservation
Director

After almost 15

years working

throughout Wis-

consin with The

Nature Con-

servancy, we'’re
thrilled that Stephanie Judge has come to DALC to focus
her many talents on our special corner of the state.
Stephanie brings a wealth of experience in land protec-
tion, conservation easements, and habitat restoration. As
Conservation Director, she leads DALC’s land protection
and management activities, and works with landowners
who want to forever protect the places they love. In her
spare time, Stephanie is an avid gardener and budding
hunter, and loves spending time on Wisconsin’s lakes and
rivers with her family.

Favorite thing about the Driftless Area: “There’s no other
place like it! Something new and special lies around
every corner of meandering rivers, streams and roads,
with incredible landscape diversity that makes the Drift-
less Area one of the most ecologically important gems
in all of North America.”

Zach Pacana
Land Management
Specialist

Zach Pacana has
swapped the
swampy low-
lands of eastern
Michigan for the
rolling hills of
the Driftless, and
we’re delighted to have him at DALC as our Land Man-
agement Specialist. Prior to joining DALC, Zach served
as Land Manager for the Michigan Nature Association.
Before that, he explored many national parks by serving
in AmeriCorps. Zach will focus on stewarding DALC’s
fee-owned properties, growing our volunteer network,
and building the Driftless Trail. Zach enjoys trout fishing
and trail running and is usually in the company of his
best buddy, the Black Lab named Goose.

Favorite thing about the Driftless Area: “The region and
people associated with it seem to be so conservation
forward and dedicated to maintaining their sense of
familiarity with the land. A casual drive through the
Driftless Region feels like taking a step back in time -
dairy farms and small towns with friendly folks.”

Born and raised in the Driftless, growing up around his grandparents’ 400-
acre pasture-based beef cattle farm, Taylor Scott is eager to tell the stories
of our region. Taylor’'s multidisciplinary communications and community-
building background aligns with the goal of Southern Driftless Grasslands:
to assist landowners of working and non-working lands to create, steward,
and protect grassland, prairie, and savanna habitat in southwest Wisconsin.
The partnership created this new position to build a louder voice for grass-
lands in our region - engaging landowners and the broader community, and
showing the success that is possible when landowners, farmers, and com-
munities work together.

When Taylor is not connecting stakeholders and trying (usually in vain) to
find time to fish, hike or do DIY pallet projects, he is the co-owner and man-
aging editor of Valley Sentinel, an independent community news publication

Taylor Scott
SD%:"FTT":_EE?; Sou¥hern Driftless Grasslands 1N Spring Green. “My passion has been to help people and organizations

build community and engage stakeholders in creative, exciting ways that

GRASSLNDS
z have measurable results,” he says.

Communications & Outreach
Specialist
Find more information about Southern Driftless Grasslands at
www.driftlessgrasslands.org.
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PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE:
THE NEVER-ENDING STORY

OF OAKS

*All photos courtesy of Dr. Evan Larson

It’s a Driftless sight as iconic as Blue Mound or the bluffs
of the Wisconsin River: the wide, snaking branches and
boxy crown of a huge, ancient oak. Dotting a hillside
of golden-green grass, sheltering a group of contented
cows, or shading a cool blue creek, the oaks of the
Driftless are breathtaking trees. They’re widely admired
and featured as a symbol of our region - just take a look
at DALC’s logo.

But oaks, especially an-
cient survivors, are far
more than just a pretty
sight.

“Oaks are truly the ves-
tiges of the pre-Europe-
an landscape,” says Dr.
Evan Larson, professor
in the Department of
Environmental Sciences
and Society at UW-Plat-
teville. “They represent
human history, environ-
mental history, the his-
tory of fire - all those
relationships are woven together and emblematized in
oaks.”

With thick bark that’s resistant to burning, oaks thrived
in the sunny, fire-dependent grasslands of the historic
Driftless region. Spaced far apart from other trees,
“open-grown” oaks avoided competition for light and
spread their branches wide, creating enormous crowns.

Oaks are powerhouses of their local habitats. “Oaks
support more life forms and more fascinating inter-
actions than any other tree genus in North America,”
writes Doug Tallamy, author of The Nature of Oaks. In
his book, he describes how oaks can produce up to
3 million acorns in their lifetimes, feeding countless
species - insects, rodents, birds, deer, bears, humans.
In addition, oaks host over 900 species of caterpillars,
which make up the bulk of what many bird species feed
their chicks in the spring. Add in the nesting sites, shade,
and erosion control oaks provide, and it’s clear that they
are truly a keystone species.

But when European settlement put an end to thousands
of years of prescribed burning by indigenous peoples,
open grasslands quickly grew into forests. Oak seedlings

struggled to compete against faster-growing species.
And old, open-grown oaks, shaded by other trees, died
or lost their lower limbs.

Still, some remain - hiding in plain sight.

Dr. Larson recently completed a project called Driftless

Oaks, where he and his team, using a harmless method
called coring, collected
the rings of the region’s
oldest trees to study
historic patterns of
drought. Oaks are the
perfect species for
such projects, because
they are long-lived and
their growth is tightly
linked to soil moisture.
Understanding drought
patterns in the Driftless
region, where we have
a lot of agriculture but
very little irrigation, is
vital.

However, Dr. Larson’s research into old oaks gave him
much more than just data. It was also an opportunity
to connect with unique places, people, and trees in the
Driftless Area.

“For as beautiful and inviting as the Driftless landscape
is, most of it is privately owned,” Dr. Larson explains.
“It’s really hard to get out there.”

But when his team reached out to landowners and
explained what they were doing, doors began to open.

“People love oak trees,” Dr. Larson says. “So many people
were so proud and so excited about their beautiful old
trees. Their affection for the land is expressed in their
love of oaks.”

This love of oaks and the land they grow on is clear at
Dry Dog Ranch, a 781-acre property owned by a group
of friends and protected by a conservation easement
with DALC. Initially purchased for hunting, Dry Dog
Ranch is now a gem of restored habitat and good land
management. Dale Moody, one of the landowners and
current board president of DALC, was happy to wel-
come Dr. Larson and his team of students to sample
oaks on the property.

8 DRIFTLESS | SUMMER/FALL 2022

“When we were looking for which tree to sample, it
wasn’t the biggest, prettiest oaks, but the ones on hill-
sides, the ones that have clung on,” Dale recalls. “The
stories the oak trees tell us, it's amazing.”

The oldest tree found at Dry Dog Ranch, a bur oak,
started growing in 1776. Dr. Larson describes venerable
trees like this as having “incredible genetic knowledge.”

“Those old oaks are of a lineage that has learned to exist
here through immense change,” he says. “In the trunks
of these trees, in their history, all that is wrapped up.”

But seeing these ancient trees begs a question: “Where
is the next old growth coming from?”

At Dry Dog Ranch, Dale and his fellow landowners are
striving to bring back the open, sunny conditions that
will allow a new generation of oaks to flourish.

“We are doing big-time oak planting, burns, thinnings to
favor oaks,” Dale says. “It’s fun, but it’s work.”

Yasi Rezai, DALC board member and Project Manager
with Quercus Land Stewardship Services, knows first-
hand how important this work is. “Oaks are in decline

across the country because of factors like fire suppres-
sion, wide-scale land-use changes, and invasive spe-
cies,” she explains. “However, there are several things
landowners in the Driftless area can do to help.” Check
out Yasi's advice below on how landowners can give
oaks a boost.

After all the hard work of restoration, conservation
easements can help ensure that young oaks will have
the chance to grow and thrive for hundreds of years,
just like their ancestors. Oak-dominated ecosystems
are a priority for DALC’s land protection program. Your
support is building a brighter future for these incredible
trees, and the thousands of species that rely on them!

We hope you can get outside this fall and seek out some
of the amazing oaks of the Driftless. Dr. Larson can’t
recommend it enough.

“You are in observance of a really profound being,” he
says. “There are few models for inspiration better than
these trees.”

Emilee Martell (emilee@driftlessconservancy.org)

HOW TO MANAGE YOUR LAND

FOR OAKS

First: let there be light! Oaks are
adapted to more open canopies
and need light for regeneration and
growth. In most woodlands in south-
western Wisconsin, habitats that
were formerly oak savannas and
woodlands have filled in with inva-
sive brush like buckthorn and hon-
eysuckle, as well as faster-growing
tree species like box elder, cherries,
and elms. Start by removing the

brush layer so that more light gets
to the ground for acorn germination.
Clear trees underneath oaks that are
directly competing with them.

Introducing prescribed fire back into
thelandscapeisalsointegral. Oaks are
a fire-tolerant species, and controlled
burns will help keep brush and other
tree species out. In addition, watch
for oak wilt, a fungus that can rapidly

kill oaks. Learn the signs and contact
an arborist to discuss treatment
options to reduce the spread. And
remember that oaks are a keystone
species - they help define the entire
ecosystem. When you promote oaks,
you provide essential habitat for all
the other plants and wildlife native to
the Driftless!

Yasi Rezai - DALC board member
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e Our spring social at Folklore Village was well attended with several new first-time
attendees. This was an opportunity to share the Driftless message of preserving lands.

¢ Evenings Afield programs in the Lowery Creek Watershed have been popular and

informative. These small groups have given us an opportunity to share ideas and
history while surrounded by nature.

* Legacy Society members gathered at the Bloomfield Prairie and each had a story to
tell about how they acquired their property and became involved with preserving it.

As an organization we have set out and accomplished much this year, thanks to your generous support.

* We are pleased that we were able to permanently protect the Ringelstetter Wetland property along the lower
Wisconsin River, located on the north side of the river between Sauk City and Spring Green. This will be

transferred to the State of Wisconsin and become a part of the lower Wisconsin Riverway, open for all to enjoy.

* The Driftless Trail Project is continuing with additional segments planned to open soon (see page 5).

e Strategic planning is underway which will guide DALC'’s efforts for the next five years.

* New staff have joined DALC which will help us review and add new conservation easements, and better manage
and improve the properties we now own (see page 7).

We hope you have been able to safely get out and enjoy nature this year. Your continued support makes it possible

to do the important work of DALC.

Sincerely,
Dale

THANK YOU

As partners, volunteers, and financial supporters, you make land protection and stewardship in Southwest Wisconsin’s

Driftless Area possible. Thank you for your 2021 gift(s) and for helping build a more hopeful and sustainable future.
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Christine Anding

Matthew & Kathleen Angel
Peter & Kristin Antonie
Myrna Armstrong

David & Sarah Aslakson
David Axtell

Edward Baker

Marie Baker & Dave Jamieson
Neil & Mary Bard

“I continue to fall in love with the

Driftless Area. I hope to see the

Driftless Area Land Conservancy

focus on opening up the magic of

the Driftless to citizens who want to

hike through it and become immer-

sed in its special beauty. I'm thri-

lled that you have a vigorous “ac-

quisition” & conservation mission.

When trails and overlooks provide

ways for Driftless lovers to enter

into and enjoy more of it on a physi-

cal and personal level, I will be even

more thrilled. Keep up this effort!”

- Mary Weeks

Jim Bolitho

Jim Bosanny

Jerry & Donna Bower

Kathy & Michael Britt

Kathie Brock

Jeffrey & Joanne Licari-Brown
Willis Brown & Photina Ree
Kevin Brunner

Kelly & David Bryant

Keith Burrows & Leslie Damaso

Nancy & Gary Cox

Betsy D’Angelo

Richard Davidson

Michael Dearing & Debora Morton
Michael Degen & Meghan Ziegler
Michael Derks

Bob Dillard & Sue Groshong

Larry Duerr

Julie Eckenwalder

Eco-Resource Consulting

Thomas Fendrick & Shelley Moffatt

John Fetters & Coleman

Jennifer Filipiak & Peter Lammers®

Susan Filipiak

Dennus & Lois Fitzsimmons

(arol Fleishauer

Janet Flynn

Darrell & Sally Foell

Jeremy Fox

Friends at Duluth Trading

Friends of the Lower
Wisconsin Riverway

Jan Froelich & Bob Novy

Paul Fuchs & Martha Fish

Kay Gabriel

Urs & Mary Gafner

(atherine Garvens

Warren & Sharon Gaskill

Tom German & Mary Diezel

John Gesme

Gail & Robert Ginsherg

Terry Glanzman

Michelle Godez-Schilling

Michael Goebel

Kenneth & Annette Golden

Thomas Goodmann

Jim Grant

Jeffery & Janice Grayson

Frank Grenzow

Gordon & Geralyn Grieshaber

Angie Grover

Leona Grubb

Tom & Mary Beth Gunderson

Ted Haglund

Timothy & Kristin Hakanson

Wava Haney

Erin Hansen

Chelsea Harrington®

Wendy Harris®

Stephen & Elaine Hathaway

Nicholas Hayden

Betsy Haynes & Allan Rifkin

Mike Hedemark & Arlyne Johnson

Renee Heintz

Joan & Alan Heitman

Henry Crown & Company

John Hess

Mark Hirsch

David & Donna Horvath

Rodney Huebner & Michele Rose

Richard & Margie Irland

Alyssa Janco

Wendy Johnson

Lee & Rosemary Jones

Marie Jordan®

Cathryn Kaiser

(laude Kazanski & Madelyn Leopold

Jan Ketelle
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$100-$499 cont.
Bernard & Sandy Knesting
Mary Knight

Cara Knothe

Dale Koehler

Jerry & Penny Koerner
Katherine Kolb

Ray & Carol Krizmanic

Robert Kubicka

John & Gail Kuech

Todd & Susan Kummer

James & Becki Kurtz

John Kussmaul

Debra Kutchin

Bill & Betty Kutzke

Joseph & Theresa Lamasney-Drapeau
Danni Lang®

Dale Lavelle & Linda Brewer
Phil & Patricia Leavenworth
Steve Leger & Zann Liljegren
Michael & Linda Leggett

Willi Lehner

Andrew Lewis

Philip Ley

Gabriele Lubach

Patty Lucas & Kevin Lord

Jean & Ron Luecke

Lisa Luedtke®

Stewart Macaulay

Sue Madson

Deborah Magee®

Bruce & Ruth Marion

Jan Marshall Fox

David Marshall & Wendy Weisensel
Barbara Martin

Edward & Lori Martin

Kathleen Massoth & Bruce Edmonson
Jeff & Patty Mayers

Mary Mayo

Elisabeth McCombe & TJ Callahan
Brent & Deborah McCown
Michael & Jill McDermott

Mark & Susan McKean

William & Diane Mellon

Gale Meyer

David & Vin Mickelson

Joseph Milinovich

Mark Mittlestadt &

Brenda Gasch Mittelstadt
Debra Morgan

Thomas Morgan

Darrel Morrison

Les & Kathryn Morton

Charles Munch & Jane Furchgott
Dave & Mary Murn

James Murphy

Patricia Murphy & Gregory Firkus
Thomas H. Nash [ll & Corinna Gries
John & Carol Naughton

Larry & Donna Nelson

James Nemke

Network for Good

Nancy Nichols

Amy & Bruce Noble

Doug Norgord & Deb Emerson
Donald Novotny

Tony & Darlene Nowak

Barbara Oelke

Dennis Olson

Betsy 0tt°

Ken Owens

Cathy Palzkill

Dave & Gretchen Pearson

Bridget Perry

James Peters

Kurt Peters & Elizabeth Hopp-Peters
Joan Peterson

Diana Petro

Allen & Judy Pincus

Martin & Lynn Preizler

Barbara Prindiville

Quercus Land Stewardship Services

“When DALC has more to work with,

James & Melissa Sosman
Ronald & Jennifer Spielman
David & Denice Springman
Richard Stark

Ray & Harriet Statz

Maggie Steele

Dennis Steinke

Sue Steinmann

Laura Stephenson

Marsha Stewart

David Stute & Margaret Rasch
Jan Swenson

Judy & Paul Swenson

more good work gets done.”

- Mark Mittelstadt

Rita Radtke

Alan Ramsey

Rhonda Reinholtz®

Ron & Esmeralda Reynolds
Yasi Rezai

Marilyn Rinehart

(Craig Roberts & Mark Nofsinger
Gary Robertson

Jim Roeber

Charles Rogers

Margaret Rosin

Bill Roth & Martha Cameron
Jack Saltes

Marit Sathrum

Andy Schleifer

Holly Schroeder

Jonathan Schroeder
Michael & Teresa Schultz
Jim Schumacher®

Terry & Carol Schwartz
Monica Sella & Lewis Lama
Laura Shiffermiller
Shopdriftless.com

John & Jubie Simonson
Ira & Carrie Simpson
Scott Sinks

Andrew Skog

Dan Slick

Carolyn L. Smith

Frank & April Smith
Robert Martin Smith

Linda Tate

Dave Terpstra

JoAnn Tiedemann
Neale & Vicki Tollakson
Angie Tornes

Jon & Peggy Traver
Susan Trudell

Dennis & Polly Tubbs
Barbara Tubekis
Jean Unmuth

John Van Aalst
Jeffrey Vodak

Jim Vriesacker

Kenneth Wade & Patricia Trochlell

Beth Wagner

Gregory Walsh

Barhara Weber

(Carol Weisensel

Chris & Chuck Wellington
Topf Wells & Sally Probasco
Christine Wenc

Kristin Westad

Tim White

(Clay & Jeanne Williams
Roger & Kristi Williams
Wisconsin Farmers Union
Mike Wollmer

Henry & Annie Woolsey
Larry & Susan Fisher Yellen
Martha York

John & Sandy Zauner

Matt Zine
Patricia Zingsheim
Steven & Marjorie Zwickel

Up to $99

Tamlyn Akins & Charles Haig
Tim Alioto

Amy Anderson

Jan & Linda Anderson
Charity Armstrong

Priscilla Arsove

Roberta Barham

Rosy Bayuk

Raymond & Eleanor Becker
Katie & Rich Beilfuss

Susan Bence

Michelle Bertrand & Eric Wallner
Allon Bostwick

Pat Bowen

John Brown & Mary Durkin
Martin & Kristy Burkholder
Don & Karen Campbell
Jessica Carryer

Kevin & Kathleen Clougherty
Michael & Susan Cohen

Dana Collins

Al Colvin

Tim & Karen Coyle

Mark Cupp

Mary Curtis

J. Peter Day

Katlyn Deneen

David & Vicki Dieter

Lindsey Dorr-Niro

John & Wendy Dunagan
Samuel Dunaiski

Brian Durtschi

Terry & Penny Edwards
Daniel Einstein & Miriam Grunes
Bruce Ellarson

(Claudia Elliott

Sydney Fadner

Hildy Feen

Becky Fernette

Dale Fitzsimons

Cynthia Fleming

(Carole Flemming

Arlene & Russell Friederick
Renee Gabrielse

(arole Gatch

Boyd Geer

Mark & Erica Gehrig

Mark Giese

Laurence & Sharon Goss

Ron Grasshoff & Terri Broxmeyer
Alan & Katie Green

Jon & Barbara Grettie
Donald & Constance Gronemus
Art Hage

Dennis & Judi Halverson
Beth Hamilton

Jane Hammatt-Kavaloski
Rick Hansen

Doug Hansmann & Denise Thornton
Harold Snively Foundation
Kristi & Curtis Hart

Larry Hartzke

Heidi Haugen & Bruce Martell
John Heywood

John Himmelfarb & Molly Day
Edwin Hodgson

Cynthia Hollenberger
Margery & Robert Hottmann
Tom & Nancy Howard

Cathy Hrushesky

Mike & Lisa Humke

Christie Humphrey

Tom & Nancy Nye Hunt

R. J. Hutchings

William Huth

Nancy Hylbert

Richard & Judy James
Barbara Jenkin & Erik Marquess
David & Virginia Jensen
Daniel & Suzanne Johnson
Eric Johnson

Robert Johnson

Gregory Jones & Linda Millunzi-Jones
Richard Josh & Kandace Keuler
Paul Kaarakka

Kenneth & Lois Jean Kamps
Susan & Christopher Kealy
Lloyd Keith

Richard King

Douglas Kirk

Jeanette Klaas

Ann Kleckner

Sarah Klein

Dianne Koch

Jacqueline Kolb

Terry & Ruth Kringle

Doreen Kunert

Kathleen LaPoint

Michael Lashua

Shelly Armstrong & Jim Lesniak
Colleen Lewis

Al Lienhardt

Jean Lottridge

David Luce & Joni Goldman
David Lucey

Terry & Donna Ludkey

Alan & Rona Lukazewski
Madison United Women

Jane & Louis Maher Jr.

David Mandell & Elly Robinson
Charles Marn

Emilee Martell

Paul & Nichelle Martin

Law Office of Peter McKeever
Ted McKenna

Maurice & Martha McLean
Randy & Judith Mead

Curt Meine

Phyllis Menne

Joe & June Meudt

Mary Michal & David Haskin
Joan Miller

John Miller

David Mittlesteadt

Les & Nancy Moffett

Thomas & Nancy Mohs
Richard Moninski & Carole Spelic
Barbara Morford

Pete Moris

James & Marcia Motelet
Edward B Nelson

Paul & Pam Neumann

Jerry Newman

Mark & JoAnn Novak

Justin & Karen 0’Brien
Jerald & Mary Ogden
Richard Oliver

Jennifer Olmsted

Darlene & Norman Olson
Gerald & Hannelore Opgenorth
Matthew Otto

Stanley & Donna Oxenreider
Gregory Patten & Joan Kincaid
Patrick & Marlene Patterson
Jeffrey & Sherry Penniston
Peter & Sharon Peshek

Ann Peterson

David Phillips

Charles & Barbara Pickhardt
Nancy & John Pohl

Steve Pomplun

Dick Powell

Janice Prince

Thomas Raife

Doug & Sherrill Randall
Natasha Rank

Tom & Sue Rapa

Scott Rebholz

Kate & Dwight Reimann
Robert & Bonnie Richardson
Rodney & Sandy Rindy
William Robichaud

Kurt Rolle

Mary Rosenthal

William Rudolph

Patricia Rue

Mike Russell & Susan Ehlers
David Sample

Mike Samuel & Nancy Thomas
Richard Sauer

Justin Schaefer & Katherine Haig
Kent & Carolyn Scheuerell
Daniel Schmidt

Craig Schneider

Erin Schneider & Rob McClure
Carolyn Schuldt

Robin Schumacher

Peter Schwei & JorJan Borlin
Barbara Seffrood

Sandra Shane-DuBow

G. Jeanie & Jerry Sieling
Jenn Simons

Judith & Harvey Sokolow
John & Marsha Soper

Mark Sturnick

Juniper Sundance

Kate Sutcliffe

Jane Sutter

Kathleen Swanson

Mary Talsky

Michael Teff

James Theler

(arol Thomas

Renee & Jeff Thomas

(arl Tunestam

Arthur Urban

Terri Van Orman

Peter & Jody Vanderloo
Steve Vedra

(arl Vogelsang

Leo & Beth Wagner

Brian & Kim Wahl

Laura Ward

Aileen Weber

Theodore & Judy Wegner
Lawrence & Patricia Welo
Amber Westerman

John Wiest

Keith Wilcoxson®
Jonathan Wilder

Daniel Wunnicke-Ready
Laurie Yahr & Rich Kahl
Hyuk Yu

Michael Zaleski

Chuck Zinda

Timm & Heather Zumm
Stephen Zwicky
In-Kind

Fripperies MP

Geographic Techniques LLC
Holler Boys Construction LLC
Kristin Mitchell Design Inc
Quercus Land Stewardship
Services, LLC

Volunteers
Gordon Brand

Jay Brooks

Keith Burrows & Leslie Damaso
Kevin Callahan

Charlie Carlin

David Cordray

JoAnn Cruse

Michael Davis

Laurie Derse & Douglas Lloyd
Kyle Dockery

Amy Dudley

Fred Faessler

Amy Fenn

Nan Fey

David Hahn

Ryan Hewson

Mark Hirsch

Doug Hultine

Jeff Frehner

Nate Gingerich

Jeffery & Janice Grayson
Cara Knothe

Ryan Kubly

Sally Leong

Alfred Matano

Bill Menke

Dave Mickelson

Tom Mitchell

Steve Moon

Jason Neton

Cathy Palzkill

Britta Petersen

Martha Pings

Yasi Rezai

Sophie Rickert

Filip Sanna

Daniel & Calico Schmidt
Monica Sella

Jenn Simons

Mark Sturnick

Neale & Vicki Tollakson
Jean Unmuth

Peter & Jody Vanderloo

Kenneth Wade & Patricia Trochlell

Gabby Whisler

In Honor & In Memory
In memory of Ronald Otto
Matthew Otto

In honor of Henry Guckel
Donald & Louise Novotny

In memory of Brent D. Christianson
Rebecca Christianson

In memory of Bud Jordahl
Jeff & Patty Meyers
Mark Cupp

In memory of Alexander Erickson
Mary Erickson

In memory of her cousin Elinor
Carolyn Schuldt

In honor of Dick Cates
Jeffrey Vodak

In memory of George E. & Marilyn C.
Leonard
Their children, Curtis, Gary, & Della

In memory of Roland Sardeson
Cathy Palzkill
Rosy Bayuk

In memory of Dee Swenson
Jan Swenson

In honor of Jennifer Brunner
Kevin Brunner

In memory of Guenther Kolb,
In honor of Victoria Kolb
Wendy Harris

Deborah Magee

In memory of Stephanie Leggett
Michael & Linda Leggett

In memory of Gerd Muehllehner
Ursula Muehllehner

In memory of Dave Erickson
Curt Meine

In memory of Rosemary Godfrey
Matthew Steinmetz

In honor of Cindy Becker
Jan Froelich & Bob Novy

In memory of Shirley Ann Schara
Jay Huemmer

In memory of Beulah Uren
Paul & Pam Neumann

Jan Ketelle

Katlyn Deneen

Lola Awoyinka

Jane Sutter

Friends at Duluth Trading
Patricia Rue

Art Hage

In honor of Wyverns Trove
Barbara Oelke

In honor of Phil & Lucille Brown
Betsy Ott

In memory of Robert Cheetham
Evonna Cheetham

We apologize for any errors or omissions.
If you have been missed or want your
name to appear differently, please contact
emilee@driftlessconservancy.org.
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Drifiless Area Land Conservancy

2021 FINANC

AL REPORT:

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit conservation organization, Driftless STEWARDSHIP AND ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Area Land Conservancy depends on the generosity of our Our stewardship and endowment funds are managed by
members and supporters to enhance the health, diversity and the State Bank of Cross Plains and the Madison Community
beauty of Southwest Wisconsin’s Driftless Area and connect Foundation. If you'd like to make a tax-deductible contri-
people to the land and to one another. bution to these funds—or establish a named fund—please

contact Jennifer Filipiak at 608-930-3252.

*DALC also purchases annual Terrafirma Insurance, which provides up
to $500,000 in additional legal defense support. To learn more visit:
http://www.terrafirma.org.

2021 OPERATING REVENUE
Individuals: $444,884

Events: $4,495

Grants: $179,345

Other: $779,610

Total Operating Revenue: $1,408,334

BROKERAGE ACCOUNT

Monitoring & Legal
Grants Defense Contributions: $0

Investment Income, Net of Fees: $41,479

Individuals

Events

Other LAND ACQUISITION
CONTRIBUTIONS & GRANTS
Landowner: $0

Land Protection & Mgmt Grants: $0

Total Expenses: $0

2021 EXPENSES

Land Protection & Management: $331,342
Community Programs: $36,764
Advocacy: $49,017

Administration: $121,509

Fundraising: $61,890

Community Programs

Advocacy

H

n

B Aot FINANCIALS AS OF 12/31/2021
ministration

H

Legal Defense Fund: $90,000

Fundraising

Total Expenses: $600,522 Stewardship Monitoring Fund: $234,613
Invested in Land Held

Deficit From Operations: $807,812 for Conservation: $2,413,224
Operations: $2,998,815

Note: DALC received $468,750 in donated legal services that benefited our advocacy work in 2021. This Total Net Assets: $5,736,652

amount is not included in the operating revenue and expenses shown above. The information presented Total Liabilities: $48,208

here is unaudited. Our financial statements (reviewed by a CPA) and Form 990 are available upon request.

THANK YOU TO OUR FOUNDATION

AND CORPORATE PARTNERS
THE DRIFTLESS BRELTE T oo
_LEGACY SOCIETY e

Lisa Luedtke

There are few places in the world as unique as the Driftless Area of Southwest
Wisconsin. That is why protecting its critical habitat and beautiful spaces is vitally

important. We gratefully thank our Driftless Legacy Society members for their

Ted R
commitment to this distinctive landscape. By including DALC in your estate plan, c ©0ss
; Roland Sardeson
you too can protect and care for the land you love for generations to come.
Ellyn Satter
JOHN J FRAUTSCHI FAMILY FOUNDATION If you have an interest in joining our Legacy Society please let us know by contacting SharoniStark &
PATTERSON FAMILY FOUNDATION us at (608) 930-3252 or email info@driftlessconservancy.org. We value such a pro- Peter Livingston
SINGLE STEP FOUNDATION found commitment to our mission and would appreciate the opportunity to thank

Mary Trewartha
Susan Trudell
PROUD MEMBERS OF: Thanks to you, and to those who treasure these lands, the future looks brighter. Marta Voytovich &
Laurie Gauper

Doug White &
Gayle Alexander

you in your lifetime.
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Driftless Area
Land Conservancy

206 S. lowa Street
P.O. Box 323
Dodgeville, WI 53533

608.930.3252

DRIFTLESS

UPCOMING EVENTS www.driftlessconservancy.org

Mary Kay Baum

CHAINSAW TRAINING WORKSHOPS

September - November | 8AM - 4:30PM | New Glarus
Join SAWW (Safety and Woods Working) trainer Luke Saunders of Adaptive

Restoration for hands-on training in chainsaw use, safety, and maintenance. All
sessions will be held on a DALC preserve near New Glarus. The cost of Level 1
and 2 classes is $140. The Level 3 class is $150.

Wednesday, September 28 : Level 1 class
Tuesday, October 4 : Level 1 class
Wednesday, October 5 : Level 2 class
Tuesday, November 1: Level 3 class

WRITING WITH THE LAND
October 9 | 1PM - 3PM | Mineral Point

Immerse yourself in a relaxing, no-pressure afternoon of writing in partnership with
the land. Two Driftless Area poets, Erin Schneider and Catherine Young, will guide
you on an exploration of the beautiful Sardeson Forest Preserve, with stops to
observe nature, share prose and poetry, and of course, write.

SANDHILL CRANE MIGRATION
November 5 | 4:30PM - 6PM | near Spring Green

Every year, thousands of sandhill cranes gather on the Lower Wisconsin River as they prepare to migrate south for the winter. Join us to get
a prime view of this incredible natural spectacle from a bluff above the river, and learn about the history and conservation of sandhill cranes
from local expert Jeb Barzen, who directed the Field Ecology Department at the International Crane Foundation for nearly 30 years.

DON’T MISS OUT ON ANY OF OUR DRIFTLESS EVENTS THIS YEAR!

Sign up for our monthly eNews and get the latest on local conservation news, programs and volunteer opportunities. This free email will come
just once a month along with any other special messages. Visit www.driftlessconservancy.org to sign up today. And, find us on Facebook and
Instagram for more news and links to important work happening across the region.

Our mission is to maintain and enhance the health, diversity and beauty of Southwest Wisconsin’s
natural and agricultural landscape through permanent land protection and restoration, and improve
people’s lives by connecting them to the land and to each other.
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